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by friction, or of the various strengths and
consistencies of the only materials in which his
designs can be carried out. And the shadowy
and unreal impression which her typical cha-
racters convey to us, we take to be but the out-
ward sign of a fundamental unreality in her
conception of them.

Her present volume more than any of the
preceding ones serves at once to confirm and
to illustrate this impression. Its scope and
character fit it in a peculiar way to show us
what her general knowledge of the world really
is ; and in what manner and from what fields
she has gleaned the facts on which she supports
her theories. And thus, whatever may be its
intrinsic interest, it may form for each reader a
text for more interesting inquiry. The ' Im-
pressions of Theophrastus Such' belongs to that
class of literature which Theophrastus the
Greek originated, and which La Bruyere in
modern times has made yet more famous. Like
the ' Characters' of these two writers, it
consists, not of a dramatic presentation of vari-
ous men acting and reacting with their various
aims and powers upon one another, but of studies
of men and women taken singly, and regarded